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Mancos Days

Mancos Camp, Colorado, U.S.

July 30, 2017 by Scott Gilbertson

After my parents headed back home we said goodbye to Durango — for good this time — and headed
back over the pass to Mancos.

Our plan was to spend the weekend there and then head on, but one day I drove down to the coffee shop
and instead of the quiet little town I’d been expecting, streets were shut down and there were cars and
people everywhere. It turned out to be something called Mancos Days. Naturally we couldn’t miss that,
so we ended up staying a week longer than we intended and we got to see the Mancos Days parade.
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Part of the parade was a classic car show, this hydrolic setup was by far the best thing.

One day I trekked up past Mancos to Cortez to do some laundry and discovered a really good Thai
restuarant. The next day we all went for Thai food and on the way back we noticed that the Montezuma
County Fair started that weekend. This is how we end up spending weeks in the same place, things

slowly unfold and there’s always more to see and do.

You can’t miss the fair. I love the fair, especially fairs that aren’t all rides and entertainment, which this

one was definitely not. Most of it was devoted to the display and sale of livestock.
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The kids never believe me when | tell them that goats will eat anything. This is the prize winning market goat trying to eat the
bars of its cage.

This sheep was extemely fond of Lilah.

The fair also had a corn shucking contest which I really think we should have entered. Next time.
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The girls were really excited about something that I admit did sound fun: the chicken chase. After about
10 seconds in a ring with a bunch of chickens though it was painfully obvious that our kids had no idea
what to do with a chicken when the chicken chase turned to the chicken caught.

Just to make sure they girls weren’t the only ones with a moment of awkwardness at the fair, I got picked
to join in the Ute tribe’s Bear Dance. I thought I held it together okay, but when I was done Corrinne was
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shaking her head. “You look nothing like a bear,” she said.

4 Comments

Susan August 15, 2017 at 10:43 p.m.

I wish there were videos of the chicken chase and the bear dance! I am really enjoying reading about
your adventures!

Jane Sanders August 16, 2017 at 8:54 a.m.

Would have loved to see chicken and bear dance events! True memories to keep!
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Scott August 17, 2017 at 7:03 p.m.
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I wish I had some video, but I don’t. Never occurs to be to shoot video. I need to work on that. I don’t
know though, I see people holding out cameras and talking to them and it just seems so weird to me.
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Drew Eldridge September 01, 2017 at 12:56 p.m.

That green car looks like it belongs in “Friday” with Big Perm driving more than in that town.
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